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course; and the war being now on another foot, as I hooght, and the king dead, I resolved to quit the service
I had sent my man, as I have already noted, into England, in order to "bring over the troops my father had raised for the King of Sweden. He executed his commission so well, that he landed with five troops at Embden, in very good condition ; and orders were sent them by the king, to join the Duke of Lunenberg's army; which they did at the siege of Boxtude, in Lower Saxony.
Here, by long and very sharp service, they were most of them cut off, and though they were several times recruited, yet I understood there were not three full troops left.
The Duke of Saxe Weymar, a gentleman of great courage, had the command of the army after the king's death, and managed it with so much prudence, that all things were in as much order as could be expected, after so great a loss; for the imperialists were everywhere beaten, and Wallestein never made any advantage of the king's death.
I waited on him at Hailbron, whither he was gone to meet the great Chancellor of Sweden, where I paid him my respects, and desired he would bestow the remainder of my regiment on my comrade the captain, which he did with,all the civility and readiness imaginable. So I took my leave of him, and prepared to come for England.
I shall only note this, that, at this diet, the protestant princes of the empire renewed their league with one another, and with the crown of Sweden, and came to several regulations and conclusions for the carrying on the war, which they afterwards prosecuted under the direction of the said chancellor of Sweden. But it was not the work of a small difficulty, nor of a short time; and having been persuaded to continue almost two years afterwards at Frankfort, Hailbron, and thereabout, by the particular friendship of that noble wise man, and extraordinary statesman, Axel Oxenstern, chancellor of Sweden, I had opportunity to be concerned in, and present at, several treaties of extraordinary consequence, sufficient for a history, if that were my design.
Particularly I had the happiness to be present at, and have some concern in, the treaty for the restoring the posterity of the truly noble Palsgrave, King of Bohemia. King James of England Lad indeed too much neglected the whole family |